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 From the Pastor: 

When you think of Faith, Oak Lawn, what comes to mind?  What 

makes our congregation distinctive from other congregations in the 

area?  We certainly hold to the truth of God’s Word, and the teach-

ing of salvation by grace through faith, as preached by Martin Luther 

and many others.  That’s what is most important.  But beyond these, 

three distinctives come to mind: 

1) Compassion—For many years we have served our neighbors by 

providing food and other needed items, and also offering prayer 

and spiritual support in their times of need. 

2) Excellence in Worship—Our services are planned to make the 

best use of the musical talents of our members and other friends 

as we come before our Lord to receive His gifts and give Him 

thanks and praise. 

3) Christian Education—Learning is a lifelong process.  We offer VBS 

and Sunday School to the youngest among us, and we continue 

with confirmation instruction and Bible Classes.  We also offer 

special learning opportunities through periodic seminars led by 

the pastor or another scholar. 

As you take a look at the highlights from the previous year, hopefully these distinctives will be clearly dis-

played. 

 

Back to School Blessing 

In August we prayed for students, teach-

ers and their families as they returned to 

school.  The kids came forward for a spe-

cial blessing and they all received a key-

chain featuring Luther’s Seal to attach to 

their backpacks as a reminder of God’s 

presence with them as they  go to school 

each day. 



 

Upcoming in 2020: 

March 14: Family Bingo Night 

March  28: 100 Hebrew Words Every Christian 

Should Know 

April 5—12:  Holy Week Services 

April 26: Hymn Festival featuring Jonathan Swett 

May 21: Ascension Day Service 

June 14: Church Picnic, Wolfe Wildlife Refuge 

June 15-19: Vacation Bible School: “Lamb of God” 

Join us for any of these special events! 

This year two special seminars were presented at Faith.  In the Spring Pastor Birkholz taught 

“100 Greek Words Every Christian Should Know,” and in the Fall Dr. Michael Young of Concor-

dia University Wisconsin presented “In the Beginning… A Seminar on Science and Scripture.”  

Both events were well-attended by both members of Faith and visitors from the area. 

Our Food Pantry continues to distribute 

food and toiletry items to our neighbors 

twice a month.  We partner with Meijer 

through their “Simply Give” program 

and receive donations from many area 

schools, churches, and charitable or-

ganizations.  We also give away special 

holiday meals twice a year for Easter 

and Thanksgiving. 



VBS 2019 

This year’s VBS theme was “Birds of the 

Bible.”  We explored Bible stories includ-

ing birds, from Noah’s Ark to the crowing 

of the Rooster when Peter denied Jesus.  

The children learned about God’s creation 

and how we can care for it as good stew-

ards. 

Children’s Christmas Service 

This year the children presented 

“Christmas Around the World,” 

featuring carols from Germany, 

Zambia, Argentina, the USA, and 

Australia. 



In Memoriam: 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob & Eleonore Lang    Marge Ketchum 

How to support Faith: 

• Keep our congregation, particularly our leadership, in your prayers. 

• Use Smile.Amazon.com  for your Amazon purchases and select Faith as the recipient of the funds your 

purchases generate. 

• If you are a Thrivent member, designate Faith to receive the Thrivent Choice Dollars that your invest-

ments generate. 

• Visit Faith’s Facebook page and click on the blue “donate” button: https://www.facebook.com/

faithoaklawn/ . 

• Go to Faith’s website and click on the yellow “donate” button: http://faithoaklawn.org/  

• Use the enclosed envelope to make a donation. 

• Remember Faith in your will or estate plan. 

Introducing Teddy Mhenga 

In the fall of 2018, Mrs. Teddy Mhenga travelled from the African nation of 

Tanzania to Oak Lawn for an extended visit with her son, David, and his 

family.  As a devout Lutheran, Teddy sought out the nearest Lutheran 

church, which happened to be Faith, and began worshipping with us regu-

larly.  She happened to sit next to Faith member Carol Piergies, who 

offered to assist with Teddy’s transportation to and from church.  Carol 

and Teddy soon became good friends.  In May Teddy’s travel visa expired, 

and she returned back to Tanzania, but she kept in touch with Carol.  

Thankfully, Teddy received a new visa in the fall of 2019 and was able to 

return to the USA and Faith, just in time for Christmas.  David and his fami-

ly have also attended several services at Faith, and his children (Teddy’s 

grandsons) participated in our Sunday School’s Christmas Service.   

https://www.facebook.com/faithoaklawn/
https://www.facebook.com/faithoaklawn/
http://faithoaklawn.org/

